
 March 15, 2019 

A Message from the Principal… 

Dear Braeburn Families and Friends, 

February has ended...along with power outages and winter....right?  Let’s hope that we can begin to think of those 
beautiful spring days filled with warmer weather, green grass, flowers blooming and birds returning home.  I hope 
that they are not very far away.  Now that we are in the month of March I find myself compelled to share that it 
has started with a great deal of excitement due to our school wide celebration of Dr. Seuss and Reading Across 
America.  Thank you to Mrs. Lavoie for organizing Crazy Socks Day, Wacky Wednesday and Read My Shirt Day!  
The month kicked off with encouragement for everyone to read, read, read and of course have fun!  So many 
members of our school community participated and had a wonderful time creating new, unique fashion          
statements.   

 

Multicultural Night was a great success due to the organization and planning of Gigi Belen and Ayelet             
Connell-Giammatteo.  Outstanding staff contributions included Ashley Radis’ coordination of the school wide 
binder collection and representation of our students and families.  Lena Mansfield and Kim Valenti presented the       
Portuguese Galo de Barcelos booth and activity.  Monica Malaver presented the Quinceañera.  Claudine Lavoie 
displayed multicultural and diverse books.  Molly DeNello organized and created the celebration board.  Katy Ruiz 
orchestrated multiple student performances to cultural pieces.  Parent participation was amazing and the night was 
memorable because barriers were broken and bridges to our hearts formed.   

 

As we move through March and beyond it is important to remind everyone that the first Wednesday of every 
month is reserved as ‘No Homework Wednesday’.  This is specifically designed so that families can enjoy one   
another’s company in activities of your choosing.  Examples include playing board games together, going for a 
walk or a hike, going to a museum, volunteering at a local shelter or food pantry, playing sports or yard games, and 
so much more!  Please share what your family does with your classroom teacher on our No Homework      
Wednesdays.  Here are some good tips to support your children both physically and emotionally for upcoming  
assessments.   

Physically 

* Get them moving- Sports, exercise and dancing relieve stress that assessments may cause.  Physical activity that 
gets children away from academics for a few hours each day can help them perform better.   

* Get them breathing- Teach children a simple breathing exercise that you’ll do with them once or twice a day and 
in times of stress.  Take a deep breath in through the nose, hold for 3 seconds, then exhale slowly through the 
mouth to the count of 10.   

* Get them fed- The more nutritiously our children eat, the better they will do in school.   

* Get them rest- Elementary children need up to 10 hours of sleep each night to do their best.   

 

 



 

Emotionally 

* Super support- As much as you value good assessment results, it is important that children understand that 

your love and respect for them is not dependent on scores.   

* Online practice- Practicing their confidence by getting used to how the questions are worded and how to re-

spond.   

 

Our district philosophy is that we will be informed by assessments and not driven by them.  Assessment results 

will support our programmatic evaluation and drive our professional learning priorities.  We do not treat state 

assessments as high stakes for children, only for ourselves as an institution.  We will recognize the importance 

of our state assessments to provide us measures to evaluate our effectiveness as an organization in terms of  

delivering instruction. 

 

Our school wide focus is to Seek First to Understand and then to be Understood.  Please take the time to     

review this with your child(ren) and to think of examples both at school and at home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It continues to be an absolute joy to work with Braeburn’s dedicated staff, supportive parents and energized 

students. 

 

Your proud Principal, 

 

Jeffrey Sousa 



 

A Message Regarding Student Class Placements for 2019-2020  

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

In April we will begin the process of developing class lists for the 2019-2020 school year. As has been the practice 
in the past, all instructional staff will offer input into this important process with our goal being to design classes 
that are: 

 ∙ balanced according to gender, learning styles, behavior, and achievement levels;  

∙ supportive of each child’s current academic and social needs; 

∙ organized to allow for the coordinated, systematic delivery of interventions and enrichment  

  opportunities by a variety of support service providers. 

  

The process begins with classroom teachers formulating initial lists. I then review these lists and share them with 
our special area teachers, Pupil Services and support teams, and teachers from the previous grade. Once staffing 
decisions are finalized for the upcoming year, teacher names will be assigned to the groupings. 

  

Certainly your child’s current teacher has a wealth of information from this past year that will inform this process. 
As parents you have the option to contribute to this process as well by providing us with input about your child 
and how he or she learns best. In an effort to make this process as effective as possible, we are providing you 
with a parent feedback form to elicit information that will be most helpful to us in achieving the                    
above-mentioned  results. Please submit your input on the form below. Your child’s current teacher and other 
members of the grade level team will read this form and consider all information you provide when constructing 
class lists for the next grade.  

  

If you choose to provide input, please return the attached form to the school office no later than Friday, April 
5, 2019.  We ask that you limit your feedback to the areas requested and do not include requests for specific 
teachers. These requests will be disregarded in the placement process. In past years, we have often received 
requests from parents for groups of children to be placed together. Requests such as these are also discouraged as 
they can significantly interfere with our ability to achieve the necessary academic balance across each grade. While 
all comments from parents will be considered, not all can be honored due to the number of factors influencing  
placement at any given grade. 

  

As has been the district practice, students will be notified of their placements in early August. Thank you for your 
involvement in and respect for this collaborative process. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Jeffrey F. Sousa 

Principal 



 

Due:  Friday, April 5, 2019 

 

         Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

        Present Grade and Teacher: ___________________________________________________ 

 

        Parent’s Name: __________________________________________Date:_______________ 

 

        You are invited to provide information about your child relevant to any or all of the following areas.      
        This form will be shared with your child’s teacher and other members of the placement team.  Please  
        do  not request a specific teacher.  Feel free to fill out this form and attach in an email to the school  
        office at Monica_Villagra@whps.org.   

 

       Please provide three words that best describe your child at this point in his/her elementary school          

       experience. 

 

        _________________________________________ 

 

 

        _________________________________________ 

 

 

         _________________________________________ 

 

 

Please write a statement about how your child learns best. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please list the goals you have for your child for the next school year. 

 

 

 

 



        

 

CURRICULUM CORNER 

Grade 4 Learns About Government 

 

This week our 4th grade students had an in-house enrichment opportunity, funded by the generosity of the 

Braeburn PTB.  Anne O’Brien, from the Connecticut Historical Society visited each classroom to bring gov-

ernment to life for our nine and ten year old students.  The description of this program as found on the CT 

Historical Society webpage states that in this program “students   explore Connecticut’s executive, legislative, 

and judicial branches of government and discover who makes the rules in Connecticut.”  Students were al-

lowed to debate a “bill”, and hold a mock trial of the case of BB Wolf and the Three Little Pigs. “Through       

movement, improvisation, role-playing, and active participation, students learned the purpose of rules and 

laws, explored the       separation of powers, and discovered the rights and responsibilities of individuals.”   

To better understand the role of each branch, a student “governor” was randomly selected from the class.  Ms. 

O’Brien elicited help from the students to describe the governor’s role in the state.  Next, two students were 

selected to represent the House and Senate of the General Assembly and one student was chosen to represent 

a Judge.  Conversation moved to understanding how ideas from the public are moved from a bill to a law.  

Civics related vocabulary was introduced to students in an age appropriate manner as  students were able to 

participate in a role play of “passing” a bill and creating a new law.  Words such as executive, legislative, judicial, 

bill, veto, super majority, and balance of power were used in a real world context for students. They also had the abil-

ity to discuss why we are in need of government and generated reasons that exemplify why our government 

does not give sole power for the creation and passing of laws to a single “power”. 

Afterward, two opposing candidates for Governor were selected, along with their Lieutenant Governor coun-

terparts.  These teams were asked to meet briefly and to create their platform by brainstorming ways in which 

they could make CT a safer place to live.  While the teams were brainstorming, the rest of the class was invited 

to debate with peers about whether the voting age should be lowered from 18 to 17 years of age.  They were 

also invited to act as state senators, debating the pros and cons of being required to wear school uniforms in 

public schools and learned why senate votes are public, while constituent votes are done by secret ballot.   

Every student was engaged and felt as if they had an important role in the process.   

Once the candidates shared their platforms, the constituents were invited to cast their secret ballot and re-

ceived their voting sticker to show that they had done their civic duty.  They quickly associated the wearing of 

these stickers with reminding their peers to get out and exercise their right to vote as well. 

In the next page there are some photos of the students in Mrs. Deslauriers class from this wonderful learning 

experience.  Many thanks to Braeburn PTB for their hand in bringing this program to Braeburn School. 

 

Ellen Cercone 

Curriculum Specialist  





BRAEBURN CALENDAR 

 

DATE   TIME    EVENT 

Mon., Mar 18  7:40-8:30 am    Band Rehearsal- Grade 4  

Tue., Mar 19  7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal -Grade 4  

Wed., Mar 20  7:40-8:30 am    Advanced Orchestra Rehearsal  

   2:00-3:00 pm    Chess Club 

Thu., Mar 21   7:40-8:30 am   Advanced Band Rehearsal  

        World Down Syndrome Day-Rock your 
       Socks 

Fri., Mar 22   7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal - Grade 5  

   7:00-11:00 pm   Braeburn Bash- Wampanoag  

 

Mon., Mar 25  7:40-8:30 am    Orchestra Rehearsal- Grade 4  

Tue., Mar 26  7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal - Grade 4  

   7:00-8:30 pm    EDI Committee Meeting  

Wed., Mar 27   7:40-8:30 am    Advanced Orchestra Rehearsal  

   2:00-3:00 pm   Chess Club 

Thu., Mar 28  7:40-8:30 am    Advanced Band Rehearsal  

Fri., Mar 29   7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal - Grade 5   

 

Mon., Apr 1   7:40-8:30 am    Band Rehearsal- Grade 4  

Tue., Apr 2   7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal -Grade 4  

Wed., Apr 3       Family Fun Night-  

       No Homework/Electronics  

   7:40-8:30 am    Advanced Orchestra Rehearsal  

   2:00-3:00 pm    Chess Club 

Thu., Apr 4  7:40-8:30 am    Advanced Band Rehearsal  

   6:30-8:00 pm    PTB Meeting  



                         Follow us on Instagram!  

https://instagram.com/scholarleader?r=nametag  

  

                       

  Or follow us on Twitter!    

  @ BraeburnBobcats    

https://instagram.com/scholarleader?r=nametag


Braeburn Chess Program Registration 

Spring 2019 

Registration Deadline: March 18 

Like athletics are exercise for the body, chess is exercise for the mind. Engaging in chess activity provides school students a substantial 
advantage in education; essentially development of the mind and patterns of thinking not otherwise offered or encountered. Luckily, it is 
also a fun and engaging game for kids!  

 

The focus of our chess program is to present the subject, appropriately, as a learning and growth process with a touch of competitive 
flair. The program is an ideal curricular supplement for core intellectual growth. 

 

This instruction-based chess program for students grades K through 5, beginners welcome, is presented by award winning chess         
instructor and coach, Alexander Lumelsky. The program offers class instruction on chess play and strategy and is intended for players of 
all and no prior skill or experience. The program also features supervised practice play, over-the-board instruction, possible in-club    
competition play, and opportunity for play in off-campus competition.  

 

Mr. Lumelsky is the organizer and coach/instructor of several award winning West Hartford chess programs. He coached elementary 
and middle school students to State Champion status and other placement, including 40+ team and 100+ individual titles and champion   
honors at state and national levels.  

 

Mr. Lumelsky is Board Member and Tournaments Coordinator of the Connecticut State Chess Association and at large Board Member 
of the New England Chess Association. He is also a Connecticut Delegate and the Scholastic Coordinator to U.S. Chess, and the co-
Founder of the Connecticut Chess Organization, a non-profit project for the benefit of children’s chess.  

 

Club meetings for the winter will be in the Braeburn library from 2:00 to 3:00 PM on Wednesdays: March 20, 27, April 3, 17, May 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29 and June 5. The program is for students grades K through 5, no prior experience necessary.  

 

The program fee is $160 per player. Any questions about the program can be directed to Alexander Lumelsky, alexan-
der.lumelsky@gmail.com. 

 

NOTICE: PLEASE E-MAIL REGISTRATION INTENT WITH NAME OF PLAYER, GRADE AND SCHOOL NAME, AND BRING BELOW              
REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT TO THE FIRST CLASS. MARCH 18 IS THE LAST DAY TO REGISTER. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Registration Form (PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY) 

 

Player’s Name:            Age:    Grade:   

 

School  Braeburn Elementary     Town   West Hartford     

 

Parent Name:         Preferred Phone #: (       )         -   

 

Address:         Parent’s e-mail:       

 

  Mark “X” here if financial assistance is needed. 

mailto:alexander.lumelsky@gmail.com
mailto:alexander.lumelsky@gmail.com




 

Update on Privacy Law - Public Act 16-189  

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effectively 

use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem solving, 

content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at all times to 

protecting students' privacy and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, 

the West Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and 

security of all students and staff.  In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used 

within the district that house student data. The programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of 

classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be updated each time the district enters into a new contract 

where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of ven-

dor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

Jared W. Morin, Ed.M. 

Director of Technology Services 

Town of West Hartford & West Hartford Public Schools 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
http://www.whps.org/pa189




INCOMING KINDERGARTEN FAMILIES                   

If you have a child that is eligible to enter Kindergarten  

in the Fall of 2019 (must be turning 5 before 1/1/2020)  

please call the office at (860) 561-2200 as soon as  

possible so we can add your child’s name to our incoming  

Kindergarten list. 

 

    

Kindergarten Orientation:   Thursday, April 25, 2019 

          (parents only)                    6:30 - 7:45 pm 

   

   Kindergarten Registration:     Thursday, May 9, 2019 

   (times and days to be assigned)       Friday, May 10, 2019 

  

FROM THE NURSE: 

Please note the nurse’s direct phone number. 

Please recognize this number as the school nurse. 

860-929-5459 

(She does not call from Braeburn’s main number) 



















 

 

Interested in a non-traditional team sport for your Grade 3-12 child? Consider our youth  
cycling program! West Hartford ERRACErs Youth Cycling is affiliated with the CT Cycling    
Advancement Program (CCAP), a state-wide cycling league, and has MTB, road, and          
cyclocross programs available from March through December. 

All practices are held in local parks and away from traffic. NO EXPERIENCE is required to be 
a part of our program. Bicycle and helmet required to participate (contact us if you need a 
bike). Group practices begin in early May. 

We are now accepting new rider registrations for our summer road program. To register, 
please go to: https://www.bikereg.com/2019roadreg 

Also, feel free to follow us via Facebook.com/erracers or email your questions to                
erracers@gmail.com. 

All licensed coaches are USA Cycling Certified, have completed background checks, and received  SafeSport training.  

 

https://www.ctcyclingadvancement.org/
https://www.ctcyclingadvancement.org/
http://facebook.com/erracers
mailto:erracers@gmail.com
https://www.usacycling.org/
https://safesport.org/


Technology Integration 

 

 

 

Laptops, Chromebooks, iPads, oh my!  The Library Media Services team at West Hartford Public 

Schools works diligently to  meaningfully integrate technology into each and every content area 

of  the curriculum.  Our work to develop these experiences in collaboration with classroom 

teachers is an integral component to student success.  Rooted in standards from the                  

International Society for Technology in Education, we aspire to be: empowered learners, digital 

citizens, knowledge constructors, innovative designers, conceptual thinkers, creative communica-

tors, and global collaborators. 

 

How is meaningfully integrating different than simply using the technology we have? 

 

When we use technology, we word process, visit websites, and use apps.  These are important ac-

tivities, but meaningful  technology integration is this and more!  Rooted in creation and collabora-

tion, students use devices to change the flow of  information and build relationships between 

learners to take learning to the next level.  Meaningful technology integration provides opportu-

nities for all students to access content to reach their potential! 

 

Please visit the Library Media Center or contact me for more information! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Claudine Lavoie, Library Media Specialist 

claudine_lavoie@whps.org 













INCLEMENT WEATHER SCHOOL 

CLOSING & DELAYS 

The following radio and television stations 

will carry the necessary information about 

late openings. 

TELEVISION STATIONS: 

Channel 3, 30 & Ch. 5 Cable Access 

INTERNET: 

www.whps.org 

RADIO STATIONS: 

WTIC 1080 AM      WKND 1480AM 

WHCN 105.9 FM       WKSS 95.7 FM 

WRCH 100.5 FM     WRYM 840 AM 

REMINDER: Whenever there is a delayed open-

ing, ALL morning activities such as Choir, Band, etc. 

are cancelled. 

EARLY DISMISSALS: It is very important 

that you review early dismissal emergency procedures 

with your child. 

It is appreciated if  you use one or 

all of  the above sources to keep 

updated on the latest information 

regarding school delays and  

closings. 
WHEE is also delayed by the same amount of 

time that school is delayed. 

BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION 

No supervision is provided on the grounds 

until 8:20 a.m.  Please be sure to be informed 

of  the latest information regarding delayed 

opening using the sources above. 

Thank you for your continued support for 

the safety of  your children! 

EMERGENCY EARLY CLOSING 

In the event of an emergency early closing, these are 

the early closing times for ALL days of the week. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL       11:45 am 

Middle School     11:00 a.m. 

High School      10:30 a.m. 

 Give your children 3 to 5 homes to go to in the 
neighborhood, in a certain order. 

 Walkers will walk and busers will board 
buses 

 Show them where an extra house key is kept. 

 Remind your child to go to the designated 
neighbor, but then be certain to leave a note for 
you (on the back door or in the mailbox) as to 
where they are staying. 

We suggest that you walk through a simulation 

with your children to give them the experience in a 

non-threatening situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR RECESS POLICY 

The recess policy dictates that all students will go 

outside for recess if the temperature is 20 degrees 

or above.  Students should be appropriately 

dressed to spend time outdoors during recess.  

Warm clothes, gloves, hats and boots are required 

during the winter months. 

Children well enough to come to school should be 

well enough to be outside during recess.  Excep-

tions for medical reasons may be granted on a indi-

vidual basis. 

In the event of inclement or severely cold weather, 

outdoor recess will be canceled. 

REMINDER: 

In the event of any early dismissal, 

WHEE is not in session. 

When afternoon activities are canceled:    

*WHEE will not be open. 


