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Dates to Remember 

Sept 30 PTO Kick-Off - 7 pm 

Oct. 6    Kdg. – Indian Rock Farm 9-12:15 pm 

  PTO Coat Drive Begins 

Oct. 9               Gr. 4 – Spicebush Swamp & MDC 

                              9-1:45 pm 

Oct. 13            NO SCHOOL – Columbus Day 

Oct. 18            PTO Coat Drive Ends   

 

 

ELC Lottery Applications 

 
The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School 

and Aiken Elementary School is now accepting 

applications for the 2015-2016 school year.  The 

program is family centered and has half day 

sessions that meet four days a week.  A lottery will 

be conducted in January. 

 

To be considered for the program, children must be 

three years old by September 1, 2015, toilet-trained 

by the start of the school year and exhibit age-

appropriate language, social and play skills.  All 

applicants must participate in a play-based 

screening prior to being considered for the lottery 

selection. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at 

(860) 233-1455.  The application process will close 

on November 28, 2014. 

 

 

Brochures in the Office 

 
Menu 

Children’s Museum Vacation Science Camp 

Close Buy Catalogue 

Mad Science 

Connections 

Box Tops 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, October 1, 2014, 7 pm, Whiting 

Lane School, 47 Whiting Lane, West Hartford, 

CT presented by Connecticut Parent Advocacy 

Center: Developing the Individualized Education 

Program (IEP)  This FREE workshop focuses on 

how parents can be actively and effectively 

involved in the development of the IEP.  

Participants will learn the key components of an 

IEP and will become familiar with the Connecticut 

IEP forms.  The workshop will offer guidance about 

developing measurable goals and tips for 

monitoring a student’s progress. Connecticut Parent 

Advocacy Center is a statewide nonprofit 

organization offering information and support to 

parents of children ages birth to 26 with any 

disability or chronic illness. 

 

Register online at www.cpacinc.org/workshop-

registration.  For more information contact  CPAC 

at 1-800-445-2722 or cpac@cpacinc.org.  

 

Friday, Oct. 3, 2014: Coffee and Conversation 

Come meet with other parents whose children 

receive services through the West Hartford Public 

Schools.  Look for the SEPTA sign on the table, 

usually in the back of the restaurant.  9:30-10:30 

AM at Panera Bread, Bishop’s Corner.  Contact 

Kris Atkins at kwherry@comcast.net  for more 

information or if you have any questions. 
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Dismissal Changes? 

 
We know that things come up which result in changes in 

afternoon dismissal plans.  Please do everything you can 

to avoid changes beyond the morning hours unless 

absolutely necessary, as it requires an interruption to the 

classroom.  Dismissal changes can be e-mailed to the 

office at carol_precourt@whps.org  or 

marci_katz@whps.org  or called in at 860-233-6994. 

 

 

Absent or Tardy? 

 
If your child will be absent or tardy, please  remember to 

call the school office at 860-233-6994.  You may report 

an absence before 8:00 am by using our absence box, 

number 2699.  You can also e-mail your child’s teacher 

and the office.  Including the office is of vital 

importance, since a substitute teacher will not have 

access to voice mail or e-mail.  Following these simple 

procedures will avoid incorrect absence postings in our 

records and unnecessary calls, which interrupt you at 

home or at the office.  Thank you in advance for your 

cooperation! 

 

 

Recognition of Religious Holidays 
October:  10/4 Yom Kippur (Judiasm) 

                            Dussehra/Durga Puja (Hinduism) 

                  10/5 Eid as-Adha (Islam) 

                  10/23 Diwali (Hinduism) 

December: 12/17-12/24 Chanukah (Judiasm) 

                  12/25 Christmas (Christianity) 

January: 1/6 Epiphany/Three Kings Day 

                       (Christianity) 

April: 4/3 Good Friday (Christianity) 

           4/4-4/11 Passover (8 days) (Judiasm) 

           4/5 Easter (Christianity) 

May: 5/4 Buddha Day-Visakha Puja (Buddhism) 

June: 6/18-7/17 Ramadan (Islam) 

 

The preceeding calendar reflects dates for religious 

holidays during the 2014-2015 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacant Seat Program 

 

Vacant Seat Program – Application Start date if 

Monday, October 6, 2014. 

 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat 

program utilizes  available space on school buses.  

This program allows students to ride buses, where 

space is available, who under the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation policy are not eligible 

for transportation.  No additional bus stops are 

added to the routes for this program.  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

From the Nurse… 
Hello to Aiken Families: 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself 

to you.  My name is Glenda McKinley and I am happy to 

say that I am the new nurse at Aiken.  My nursing 

background includes many years at Connecticut 

Children’s Medical Center’s Emergency Department, 

Saint Raphael’s Child Psychiatric Emergency Services 

unit and most recently, school nurse at Loomis Chaffee 

School.  I have enjoyed meeting many of your children 

so far this year and want you to know, that it is my 

utmost passion to provide your children with a caring 

and safe environment.  A fun side note:  I attended 

Aiken as a student (many) years ago and it is with great 

honor that I return to care for the Aiken students now.  

Please feel free to contact me at anytime with any 

questions or concerns.  Here’s looking forward to a 

happy and healthy school year…and let’s keep washing 

those hands! 
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Dear Families,  

 How was school today? It is a question that you probably ask your child on a daily basis. While 

hoping for a response that provides insight into their day you are most likely given a one word 

response such as, “fine” or “good.”  Why is it so hard for some children to talk about school?  

I read several articles this summer addressing that very issue. One article, titled Talking with 

Kids about School which can be found on www.pbs.org states, “parents often don’t understand how 

difficult the question really is. Without meaning to, parents are asking for a summary but kids don’t 

summarize the way adults do.”  So, how do you find out how school was today? Below is a list of 

specific questions to begin conversations that will provide a window into your child’s day and elicit 

more than the standard one word answer.  

 

Ask kids about what interests them: 

“What did you do that was fun today?” 

“What was the best thing that happened at school today?”  

“What was something that made you laugh today?” 

“What did you do during specials today?” 

 

Ask about specific people and events in your child’s life: 

“How did you help someone today?”  

“How did someone help you today?” 

“Who did you play with at recess today?”  

“Who would you like to play with at recess that you have never played with before?” 

“What was your favorite part of lunch?”  

“What do you think about school so far this year?” 

“What did Mrs. Smith talk about in math today?” 

 

Make comments about schoolwork. 

“Looks like you have been working hard on place value. What does place value mean?” 

“Wow, what a cool picture of a sunflower. I like how you drew a thick stem. Why does a plant need a 

stem?”  

“This is a creative story. How did you get the idea to write about your hamster?”  

 

If you would like additional information about this topic or have any other curriculum related 

questions please feel free to call or send an email.  

 

Shannon Mlodzinski 

Curriculum Specialist 
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