
 October 11, 2018 

Dear Braeburn Families and Friends, 

          Welcome back to a new and exciting year at Braeburn! Over the past month I have truly enjoyed 
seeing our students smiles and hearing about their summer adventures.   I learned that many Braeburn students 
enjoyed the beach, vacations to many parts of the United States, Europe, and Central and South America, swim-
ming, attending a variety of camps and spending quality time with family.   

The month of October always reminds me of special family times with the cooler weather and the autumn 
events all around the state.  We have kicked off the season with an amazing Welcome Back Bash! Thank you to the 
PTB for organizing such a memorable experience for our entire school community.  Our fair brought a profound 
sense of pride as I looked out onto the field to see so many students and families laughing, playing, eating together 
and having fun throughout the afternoon.  What a great way to begin the school year!  Does anyone have any pies? 

 There are many events taking place during this month that I would like to highlight.  In October, various 
grade levels will be heading to Winding Trails and Westmoor Park as we continue to learn inside and outside of 
the classroom.  Thank you to our PTB for hosting our Pizza night for K and 1st and new families on October 
10th.  We will finish the month with our Halloween Parade on October 31st beginning at 9:00am.  K-3rd grade 
will be parading throughout our school and campus.  4th and 5th grade is welcome to dress up and cheer on our 
younger students.  No masks, weapons, weapon facsimiles are permitted. 

On the academic front we are working on deeper understanding of our instructional practices in alignment 
with district goals.  As a staff we will embark on establishing goals to focus learning, facilitating purposeful dis-
course and eliciting and using evidence of student thinking.  We are also working closely with the Growth Mindset 
text by Carol Dweck and we seek to foster a new psychology of success and learn to fulfill our student potential 
(see sample pictures below of some “shifts” in vocabulary and thinking).  New science and social studies curricu-
lum are also being implemented this year.  Our Writer’s Workshop model continues and includes a brief mini les-
son, independent writing time (which may include conferencing with peers or teacher), and time to share some of 
the student’s writing each day.  I have already observed students writing in their journals and sharing their written 
pieces with their class!  Such proud moments!  

The children at Braeburn Elementary School are truly amazing and they absolutely make our day.  They 
bring many smiles, laughter and remind us all how important their voices are in the educational experience.  They 
are always kind, respectful, humble and looking to help others.  To that end, I want to thank you for sharing your 
precious children with us.   

Sincerely, 

 

Jeffrey F. Sousa 

Principal 

 

Here are some shifts in mindset to help us grow.   

A Message from the Principal… 





 

 

Curriculum 

corner 

 

 

 

Today marks the close of our fall benchmark assessment window.  Students in grades K-5 have been in the pro-

cess of both formal and informal assessments with their classroom teachers for the past several weeks.  The pur-

pose of these assessments it to get baseline information about each child’s current academic status.  Each student 

has participated in assessments in both reading and mathematics.  At some grade levels, a baseline writing assess-

ment has also been administered.  These assessments are just a brief glimpse of the skills and strategies that your 

child came into the new school year with and will also give us a picture of where your child’s teacher needs to fo-

cus their instruction this year with your child. 

 

Reading assessments included test of oral reading fluency, decoding ,vocabulary and reading comprehensions 

skills.  Children were asked to read a portion of leveled text aloud to their teacher to monitor for fluency and accu-

racy as they read aloud.  We also had a chance to assess their silent reading fluency and to listen to them retell the 

stories in their own words.  Students in grades 3-5 were also asked to provide written summaries of text read.   

 

In math, assessments included evaluation of number sense fluency, math fact computational skills and the ability 

to apply math concepts and skills to real world problem solving.   

 

This information will be used as a starting point for teachers to be able to track individual student growth in the 

areas of math, reading and writing.  Our goal is for every child to be able to work to his/her fullest capacity and to 

achieve their academic potential.  Results of these tests place students in categories of at, above or below bench-

mark expectations.  These same assessments will be given to students again in January and May to assess growth 

from fall to spring. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information as needed. 

 

Respectfully Yours, 

 

Ellen Cercone 

Curriculum Specialist 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT! NEW THIS YEAR... 

BRAEBURN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

POWERSCHOOL PARENT PORTAL  

INFORMATION  

PLEASE BE SURE TO SET UP YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY! 
All forms in the Welcome Back category should be filled 
out. This is important information that we will be using for 
your contact information, emergency contacts, and other 
important forms that we need during the school year. We 
will not be using paper forms this year. Please make sure 
that all required forms are completed!  
 
Instructions for setting up the portal account can be found 
at the following website:  
https://www.whps.org/parentportal  

Access the parent portal by going to:  
https://powerschool.whps.org  

Your Access Code and Password were mailed home to you. 
An access code and password is needed for each student.  
 
Need Help or cannot find your access code? Contact Mary 
Ellen or Monica in the office.  

PowerSchool
PowerSchool






Digital Citizenship 

 

 

The mission of West Hartford Public Schools is to inspire and prepare all students to realize their potential 

and enhance our global community.  In an effort to prepare our twenty-first century learners to do just this, 

the Library Media curriculum addresses critical learning in digital citizenship or appropriate use of technolo-

gy.  We believe that students who are empowered with the tools and techniques to appropriately navigate 

online resources at an early age, will apply these skills throughout their educational careers and beyond. 

 

The Library Media Services team at West Hartford Public Schools utilizes resources from Common Sense Edu-

cation to support our students’ growth as digital citizens.  Lessons vary from Grades PK-5, but cover: internet 

safety, privacy and security, relationships and communication, cyberbullying and digital drama, digital foot-

print and reputation, self-image and identity, information literacy, creative credit and copyright.  Rather than 

focusing on what the students should not do online, we attend to responsible use which fosters learners who 

can effectively engage with the internet in a safe way. 

 

Please visit the Library Media Center or contact me for more information! 

 

Kind regards, 

Claudine Lavoie 

Library Media Specialist 

claudine_lavoie@whps.org 

mailto:claudine_lavoie@whps.org


Author Visit! 

        November 16th 

 
We are so excited to welcome David Biedrzycki to Braeburn on November 16, 2018.  David is an author 

and illustrator who published several picture books for children in the primary grades.  He began illustrating 

books when he was four years old, writing his first superhero book in second grade and continues to create sto-

ries for children today.  As a writer and illustrator, Mr. Biedrzycki has an understanding of the strategies necessary 

to develop life long readers and writers with first hand experience in publishing books at a young age.  Mr. Bie-

drzycki says, “Since 1998 I have been creating art on my computer. I bring this technology with me to school vis-

its and wow the students with a giant screen presentation. I show them the basic seeds I use to create my ideas 

for books and how I write and draw my stories at the same time. I also create digital art right in front of them and 

leave a copy of it for the school to hang up.”  What an exciting demonstration of literature and technology com-

bining right in front of our students’ eyes. On November 16th, classes in grades K-3 will see how he creates the 

art for his books and have a chance to ask him questions about the writing process. 

If you would like an autographed copy of one of his books, please see the flyer on the next page 

 

This visit would not be possible without the generous support of the Foundation for West Hartford Pub-

lic School and the Catherine and Martin Woods Family Grant.  Thank you!! 







 

Vacant Seat Program  

Application Start 

Date is  

            Monday, October 1, 2018 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat  

program utilizes available space on school buses.  

This program allows students to ride buses, where 

space is available, who under the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation policy are not eligible 

for transportation.  No additional bus stops are 

added to the routes for this program. 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation Office at   

(860)561-6647 for additional information on or  

after October 1st.  Requests are taken in this 

office by telephone on a first come, first served 

basis starting at 8:00 am. 

 

Traffic Safety 

For the safety of our 

students and our en-

tire school community, please exercise cau-

tion and observe all traffic regulations and 

signage when driving in our parking lot 

and in the Braeburn School neighborhood.   

 Drop-off areas are for drop-off only.  

Parking is not allowed in these areas.   

 Double parking is not allowed at any 

time.   

 Only cars with handicap stickers may 

park in handicap designated spots. 

Traffic violations are reported to the W.H. 

Police Department Traffic Division and our 

Security Officer will issue citations for traf-

fic violations if he is on the premises. 

School Picture Day!    

 

    

 

 

Friday, October 12, 2018 

 













Update on Privacy Law - Public Act 16-189  

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effectively use digital 

tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem solving, content creation, com-

munication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at all times to protecting students' privacy and 

providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow the 

legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students and staff.  In compliance with 

Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that house student data. The programs may be 

used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be updated each time the 

district enters into a new contract where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics of Public Act 16-

189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

Jared W. Morin, Ed.M. 

Director of Technology Services 

Town of West Hartford & West Hartford Public Schools 

  

ELC Lottery Applications                  

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School and Aiken Elementary School is now accepting 

applications for the 2019-2020 school year. The program is family centered and has half day ses-

sions that meet four days a week. A lottery will be conducted in January. To be considered for the 

program, children must be three years old by September 1, 2019, toilet-trained by the start of the 

school year and exhibit age-appropriate language, social and play skills. All applicants must partici-

pate in a play-based screening prior to being considered for the lottery selection. If you are interest-

ed, please contact Pam Macca at (860) 233-1455. The application process will close on December 

15, 2018. 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
http://www.whps.org/pa189










West Hartford Special Education PTO News 

October 2018 
  
  

ONGOING 
2018-2019 Membership Drive 
Receive The Everyday Parenting Toolkit by Alan E. Kazdin FREE with your 2018-2019 West Hartford 
SEPTO Membership; which is just $15!  A book discussion will be held at the Noah Webster Library 
on Tuesday, March 19 
 led by Matthew Carbone, MSEd, MA, BCBA District-Wide Board Certified Behavior Analyst with West 
Hartford Public Schools. 
Register for your 2018-2019 WHSEPTO Membership at  https://www.whsepto.org/membership.html 
  
NEW! Online Parent Support Group 
http://bit.ly/WHSEPTO_SUPPORT 
Caring for a child with special needs or differently abled can be challenging but it doesn’t have to be 
lonely!  Join our NEW Online Parent Support Group for friendship and support.  Please note: this is a 
Facebook “Closed” group.  You will need a Facebook account to join. 
  
Internet Safety for Our Student and the CareCard 
Tuesday, December 11th at 7pm, King Philip Middle School Media Center 
Officer Cummings of the CT State Police will discuss internet safety, social media awareness, and cur-
rent 
CT online trends with an emphasis on how special needs children process and partake in social me-
dia.  The presentation covers current Connecticut laws, social media trends, and free online re-
sources.  Officer Kisela of the West Hartford Police Department will join us to register your student for 
CareCards. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

During the third week of October, all third graders will participate in the InView 
Test of Cognitive Skills. It is part of our town wide testing program and the pur-
pose of the test is to provide information on students' ability to think rather than 
on their achievement.  The test takes approximately two hours and is completed 
in multiple sessions.   

 

https://www.whsepto.org/membership.html
http://bit.ly/WHSEPTO_SUPPORT

