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History
Initiated by the National Governors Association and Council of 

Chief State School Officers with the following design principles:

Result in College and Career Readiness

Based on solid research and practice evidence 

Fewer, higher and clearer standards

Developed through expertise of teachers, researchers, and 

content experts from across the country

A defined staircase to college and career readiness, building 

on the best of previous state standards and evidence from 

international comparisons and domestic reports and 

recommendations



History
 Fewer, clearer and higher level standards

 Aligned with college and career expectations

 Inclusive of rigorous content and application 

of knowledge through higher-order thinking 

skills

 Internationally benchmarked

 Based on evidence and research

 Build upon strengths and lessons of current 

state standards



Instructional Shifts 
English Language Arts/Literacy

1. Building knowledge through content rich 
nonfiction

2. Reading, writing and speaking grounded 
in evidence from text, both literary and 
informational

3. Regular practice with complex text and 
its academic language



1. Building knowledge through 

content rich nonfiction

 50/50 balance k-5, 70/30 in grades 9-12

 Before the Common Core, K, 1 and 2 didn’t 
read or write a lot of informational text.

3-5 had more exposure through core 

units such as science and social studies.

 With the Common Core Standards, nonfiction 
is  threaded from kindergarten through to the 
end of high school.

 What does this look like in the classroom? 



Grade Grade Specific Strands for Reading Nonfiction Text

K With prompting and support, ask and answer questions

about key details in a text

1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text

2 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, 

why and how to demonstrate understanding of key 

details in text

3 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text 

as a basis for the answers

4 Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from text

5 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text



Read as Much Fiction as 

Nonfiction
Students Must …

 Read more 

nonfiction

 Know the ways 

nonfiction can be 

put together

 Enjoy and discuss 

the details of 

nonfiction

Parents Can …

 Supply more 
nonfiction text

 Read nonfiction 
texts aloud or with
your child

 Have fun with 
nonfiction (learn 
about the world 
through books)



2. Reading, Writing and Speaking 

Grounded in Evidence from Text. 

Why? 
 Read closely to determine what the text says 

explicitly and make logical inferences

 Find evidence to support their arguments

 Make arguments in writing using evidence or use 
evidence from a text as a jumping off point 

 Compare multiple texts in writing using evidence

 Participate in a range of conversations with 
diverse partners, building on other’s ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively 
supported by evidence from the text.



2. Reading, Writing and Speaking 

Grounded in Evidence from Text. 

Why? 

Students Must …
 Find evidence to 

support their 

arguments in 

reading, writing 

and speaking

 Form opinions 

Parents Can …

 Talk about text 
(read aloud, read 
the same book) 
and discuss 
evidence

 Demand evidence 
in every day 
discussions/dis-
agreements



3. Complex Text and Its 

Academic Language

Text Complexity: 

Qualitative: 

 Structure – the way the text is set up

 Levels of meaning – how dense the text is

 Knowledge demands 

Quantitative: 

 Readability 

Reader and Task:

 variables such as motivation and interest and 
the purpose of the task



Complex Text and Its 

Academic Language
Students Must …

 Re-read

 Read material at 

comfort level AND 
work with more 

challenging texts

 Handle frustration 

and keep pushing

Parents Can …

 Provide more 
challenging texts and 
provide texts they WANT 
to read and can read 
comfortably

 Know what is grade level 
appropriate

 Read challenging texts 
with them

 Let them stretch 
themselves



Instructional Shifts 
Mathematics

1. Focus: Skills and concepts clearly defined by grade   
level

2. Coherent progressions across grade levels

3. Rigor: in major topics pursue: 

conceptual understanding, 

procedural skill and fluency

and application



1. Focus
 Focus on fewer standards with a deeper 

understanding

Grade Focus Area

K-2 Addition and subtraction – concepts, skills 

and problem solving and place value

3-5 Multiplication and division of whole 

numbers and fractions – concepts, skills 

and problem solving

6 Ratios and proportional reasoning; early 

expressions and equations

7 Ratios and proportional reasoning; 

arithmetic of rational numbers

8 Linear algebra



Grade level focus: Math 

Grade Standard Required Fluency

K Add/Subtract within 5

1 Add/Subtract within 10

2 Add/Subtract within 20 (know single 

digit sums from memory)

Add/Subtract within 100

3 Add/Subtract within 1,000

Multiply/Divide within 100 (know single-

digit products from memory)

4 Add/Subtract multi-digit numbers using 

the standard algorithm

5 Multiply Multi-digit numbers using the 

standard algorithm

6 Multi-digit Division

Multi-digit Decimal Operations



Coherence
 Across grade levels 

 The standards are designed around coherent progressions from grade 
to grade

 Scholars build new understanding onto foundations built in previous 
years

Grade Operations and Algebraic Thinking

K Addition as putting together and adding to and subtraction as 
taking apart and taking from

1 Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction. 
Apply properties of operations and the relationship between +/-
Add and subtract within 20 and work with equations

2 Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction
Add and subtract within 20
Work with equal groups to gain foundation for multiplication

3 Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division
Apply properties of multiplication
The relationship between multiplication and division
Multiply and divide within 100

4 Use addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to solve 
problems

5 Write and interpret numerical expressions



Rigor: in major topics pursue: 

conceptual understanding, 

procedural skill and fluency

and application

 Conceptual Understanding: teach more than “how 
to get the answer” and instead support scholars’ 
ability to access concepts from a number of 
perspectives*example 

 Procedural Skill and Fluency: the standards require 
speed and accuracy so scholars are more able to 
understand and manipulate more complex 
concepts

 Application: Scholars use appropriate concepts and 
procedures for application even when prompted not 
to do so. Teachers provide “real world” situations

 Rigor: expect fluency, deep understanding, and 
application



Websites

 Basic Fact Flash cards: www.prongo.com

 Fact Fluency: 

http://www2.carrollk12.org/instruction/ele

mcurric/math/tbasicfacts.HTM

www.sumdog.com

 General: www.commoncore.org

 Parent’s Guide to Student Success: 

www.pta.org

http://www.prongo.com/
http://www2.carrollk12.org/instruction/elemcurric/math/tbasicfacts.HTM
http://www.sumdog.com/
http://www.commoncore.org/
http://www.pta.org/

